
 

W
H

A
T TO

 D
O

 IF YO
U

’R
E STO

P
P

ED
 B

Y  
P

O
LIC

E, IM
M

IG
R

A
TIO

N
 A

G
EN

TS O
R

 TH
E FB

I 
 Y

O
U

R
 R

IG
H

TS 
• 

You have the right to rem
ain silent. If you w

ish to exercise that right, 
say so out loud. 
•    You m

ust how
ever, disclose your nam

e upon request, to a law
 

enforcem
ent officer w

ho has reasonable suspicion you m
ay be 

involved in crim
inal activity 

•    You are not required to produce identification docum
ents. 

• 
You have the right to refuse to consent to a search of yourself, your car 
or your hom

e. 
• 

If you are not under arrest, you have the right to calm
ly leave. 

• 
You have the right to a law

yer if you are arrested. A
sk for one 

im
m

ediately. 

• 
Regardless of your im

m
igration or citizenship status, you have 

constitutional rights. 
 Y

O
U

R
 R

ESP
O

N
SIB

ILITIE
S 

• 
D

o stay calm
 and be polite. 

• 
D

o not interfere w
ith or obstruct the police. 

• 
D

o not lie or give false docum
ents. 

• 
D

o prepare yourself and your fam
ily in case you are arrested. 

• 
D

o rem
em

ber the details of the encounter. 
•   D

o file a w
ritten com

plaint or call your local A
CLU

 if you     
     feel your rights have been violated 
This in

fo
rm

ation
 is n

o
t intend

ed
 as legal advice. This b

ro
ch

u
re is available in

 En
glish

 and 

Sp
anish

 / Esta tarjeta tam
bién

 se p
ued

e o
btener en

 in
glés y españ

ol.  
Pro

d
u

ced
 b

y the A
m

erican
 Civil Lib

erties U
nion
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W
e rely on

 th
e p

olice to
 keep

 u
s safe and

 treat u
s all fairly, regard

less o
f race, eth

nicity, 

n
atio

nal 
o

rigin
 

o
r 

religion
. 

Th
is 

card
 

p
ro

vid
es 

tip
s 

fo
r 

in
teractin

g 
w

ith
 

p
olice 

and 
u

nd
erstand

in
g you

r righ
ts. N

o
te: so

m
e 

state 
law

s m
ay vary. Separate 

ru
les apply at 

ch
eckp

oin
ts an

d
 w

h
en

 en
terin

g th
e U

.S. (in
clu

din
g at airp

o
rts).   

 IF Y
O

U
 A

R
E STO

PP
ED

 FO
R

 Q
U

ESTIO
N

IN
G

 
 Stay calm

. D
on’t run. D

on’t argue, resist or obstruct the police, even if you 
are innocent or police are violating your rights. Keep your hands w

here 
police can see them

. 
 A

sk if you are free to leave. If the officer says yes, calm
ly and silently w

alk 
aw

ay. If you are under arrest, you have a right to know
 w

hy. 
 You have the right to rem

ain silent and cannot be punished for refusing 
to answ

er questions. If you w
ish to rem

ain silent, tell the officer out loud. 
In som

e states, including N
evada, you m

ust give your nam
e if asked to 

identify yourself. 
 You do not have to consent to a search

 of yourself or your belongings, 
but police m

ay “pat dow
n” your clothing if they suspect a w

eapon. You 
should not physically resist, but you have the right to refuse consent for 
any further search. If you do consent, it can affect you later in court. 
 IF Y

O
U

 A
R

E STO
PP

ED
 IN

 YO
U

R
 C

A
R

 
 Stop the car in a safe place as quickly as possible. Turn off the car, turn 
on the internal light, open the w

indow
 part w

ay and place your hands on 
the w

heel. 

 

U
pon request, show

 police your driver’s license, registration and proof 
of insurance.   
 If an officer or im

m
igration agent asks to look inside your car, you can 

refuse to consent to the search. But if police believe your car contains 
evidence of a crim

e, your car can be searched w
ithout your consent.   

 B
oth drivers and passengers have the right to rem

ain silent. If you are a 
passenger, you can ask if you are free to leave. If the officer says yes, sit 
silently or calm

ly leave. Even if the officer says no, you have the right to 
rem

ain silent. 
 IF Y

O
U

 A
R

E Q
U

ESTIO
N

E
D

 A
B

O
U

T YO
U

R
 IM

M
IG

R
A

TIO
N

 STA
TU

S 
 You have the right to rem

ain silent and do not have to discuss your 
im

m
igration or citizenship status w

ith police, im
m

igration agents or any 
other officials. You do not have to answ

er questions about w
here you 

w
ere born, w

hether you are a U
.S. citizen, or how

 you entered the 
country. (Separate rules apply at international borders and airports, and 
for individuals on certain nonim

m
igrant visas, including tourists and 

business travelers.) 
 If you are not a U

.S. citizen and an im
m

igration agent requests your 
im

m
igration papers, you m

ust show
 them

 if you have them
 w

ith you. If 
you are over 18, carry your im

m
igration docum

ents w
ith you at all tim

es. 
If you do not have im

m
igration papers, say you w

ant to rem
ain silent. 

 D
o

 n
o

t lie ab
o

ut yo
u

r citizenship
 status o

r p
ro

vid
e fake d

o
cum

en
ts.     

  

IF
 T

H
E 

PO
LI

CE
 O

R
 IM

M
IG

R
A

TI
O

N
 A

G
EN

TS
 C

O
M

E 
TO

 Y
O

U
R

 H
O

M
E

 
 If 

th
e 

po
lic

e 
or

 im
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

ag
en

ts
 c

om
e 

to
 y

ou
r 

ho
m

e,
 y

ou
 d

o 
no

t 
ha

ve
 

to
 le

t t
he

m
 in

 u
nl

es
s 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
ce

rt
ai

n 
ki

nd
s 

of
 w

ar
ra

nt
s.

   
  

 A
sk

 t
he

 o
ff

ic
er

 t
o 

sl
ip

 t
he

 w
ar

ra
nt

 u
nd

er
 t

he
 d

oo
r 

or
 h

ol
d 

it
 u

p 
to

 t
he

 
w

in
do

w
 s

o 
yo

u 
ca

n 
in

sp
ec

t i
t.

 A
 s

ea
rc

h 
w

ar
ra

nt
 a

llo
w

s 
po

lic
e 

to
 e

nt
er

 th
e 

ad
dr

es
s 

lis
te

d 
on

 t
he

 w
ar

ra
nt

, b
ut

 o
ff

ic
er

s 
ca

n 
on

ly
 s

ea
rc

h 
th

e 
ar

ea
s 

an
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

ite
m

s 
lis

te
d.

 A
n 

ar
re

st
 w

ar
ra

nt
 a

llo
w

s 
po

lic
e 

to
 e

nt
er

 t
he

 h
om

e 
of

 
th

e 
pe

rs
on

 l
is

te
d 

on
 t

he
 w

ar
ra

nt
 i

f 
th

ey
 b

el
ie

ve
 t

he
 p

er
so

n 
is

 i
ns

id
e.

 A
 

w
ar

ra
nt

 o
f 

re
m

ov
al

/d
ep

or
ta

tio
n 

(IC
E 

w
ar

ra
nt

) 
do

es
 n

ot
 a

llo
w

 o
ff

ic
er

s 
to

 
en

te
r a

 h
om

e 
w

ith
ou

t c
on

se
nt

.  
 Ev

en
 if

 o
ff

ic
er

s 
ha

ve
 a

 w
ar

ra
nt

, y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t 

to
 r

em
ai

n 
si

le
nt

. I
f y

ou
 

ch
oo

se
 to

 s
pe

ak
 to

 th
e 

of
fic

er
s,

 s
te

p 
ou

ts
id

e 
an

d 
cl

os
e 

th
e 

do
or

. 
 IF

 Y
O

U
 A

R
E 

CO
N

TA
C

TE
D

 B
Y

 T
H

E 
FB

I 
 If

 a
n

 F
BI

 a
ge

n
t 

co
m

es
 t

o
 y

o
u

r 
ho

m
e 

o
r 

w
o

rk
p

la
ce

, y
o

u
 d

o
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

to
 

an
sw

er
 a

n
y 

q
u

es
ti

o
ns

. 
Te

ll 
th

e 
ag

en
t 

yo
u

 w
an

t 
to

 s
pe

ak
 t

o 
a 

la
w

ye
r 

fi
rs

t.
 

 If
 y

ou
 a

re
 a

sk
ed

 t
o 

m
ee

t 
w

it
h

 F
B

I 
ag

en
ts

 f
o

r 
an

 in
te

rv
ie

w
, 

yo
u

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t 

to
 s

ay
 y

ou
 d

o
 n

o
t 

w
an

t 
to

 b
e 

in
te

rv
ie

w
ed

. 
If

 y
ou

 a
gr

ee
 t

o 
an

 in
te

rv
ie

w
, h

av
e 

a 
la

w
ye

r 
p

re
se

nt
. Y

o
u 

d
o 

n
ot

 h
av

e 
to

 a
ns

w
er

 a
ny

 
q

u
es

ti
on

s 
yo

u
 f

ee
l 

un
co

m
fo

rt
ab

le
 a

ns
w

er
in

g,
 a

nd
 c

an
 s

ay
 t

h
at

 y
ou

 
w

ill
 o

n
ly

 a
ns

w
er

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 o

n
 a

 s
p

ec
ifi

c 
to

p
ic

.  

 

IF
 Y

O
U

 A
R

E 
A

R
R

ES
TE

D
 

 D
o 

no
t 

re
si

st
 a

rr
es

t,
 e

ve
n 

if 
yo

u 
be

lie
ve

 th
e 

ar
re

st
 is

 u
nf

ai
r.

 
 Sa

y 
yo

u 
w

is
h 

to
 r

em
ai

n 
si

le
nt

 a
nd

 a
sk

 f
or

 a
 la

w
ye

r 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
.  

D
on

’t 
gi

ve
 a

ny
 e

xp
la

na
tio

ns
 o

r 
ex

cu
se

s.
 If

 y
ou

 c
an

’t 
pa

y 
fo

r 
a 

la
w

ye
r, 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 
th

e 
rig

ht
 t

o 
a 

fr
ee

 o
ne

. 
D

on
’t

 s
ay

 a
ny

th
in

g,
 s

ig
n 

an
yt

hi
ng

 o
r 

m
ak

e 
an

y 
de

ci
si

on
s 

w
ith

ou
t 

a 
la

w
ye

r.
 

 Yo
u 

ha
ve

 t
h

e 
ri

gh
t 

to
 m

ak
e 

a 
lo

ca
l p

ho
ne

 c
al

l. 
Th

e 
po

lic
e 

ca
nn

ot
 li

st
en

 if
 

yo
u 

ca
ll 

a 
la

w
ye

r.
 

 Pr
ep

ar
e 

yo
ur

se
lf 

an
d 

yo
ur

 f
am

ily
 i

n 
ca

se
 y

ou
 a

re
 a

rr
es

te
d.

  
M

em
or

iz
e 

th
e 

ph
on

e 
nu

m
be

rs
 o

f 
yo

ur
 f

am
ily

 a
nd

 y
ou

r 
la

w
ye

r.
 M

ak
e 

em
er

ge
nc

y 
pl

an
s 

if 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

or
 ta

ke
 m

ed
ic

at
io

n.
 

 Sp
ec

ia
l c

on
si

de
ra

ti
on

s 
fo

r 
no

n-
ci

tiz
en

s:
 

• 
A

sk
 y

ou
r 

la
w

ye
r 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
f 

a 
cr

im
in

al
 c

on
vi

ct
io

n 
or

 p
le

a 
on

 
yo

ur
 im

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
st

at
us

.  
 

• 
D

on
’t 

di
sc

us
s 

yo
ur

 im
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

st
at

us
 w

ith
 a

ny
on

e 
bu

t y
ou

r 
la

w
ye

r.
 

• 
W

hi
le

 y
ou

 a
re

 i
n 

ja
il,

 a
n 

im
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

ag
en

t 
m

ay
 v

is
it 

yo
u.

 D
o 

no
t 

an
sw

er
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 o
r s

ig
n 

an
yt

hi
ng

 b
ef

or
e 

ta
lk

in
g 

to
 a

 la
w

ye
r.

   
• 

Re
ad

 a
ll 

pa
pe

rs
 f

ul
ly

. 
If 

yo
u 

do
 n

ot
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
or

 c
an

no
t 

re
ad

 t
he

 
pa

pe
rs

, t
el

l t
he

 o
ff

ic
er

 y
ou

 n
ee

d 
an

 in
te

rp
re

te
r.

 
 IF

 Y
O

U
 A

R
E 

TA
K

EN
 IN

TO
 IM

M
IG

R
A

TI
O

N
 (O

R
 “

IC
E”

) 
CU

ST
O

D
Y

 
 Y

o
u

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t 

to
 a

 la
w

ye
r,

 b
ut

 t
he

 g
o

ve
rn

m
en

t 
d

oe
s 

no
t 

h
av

e 
to

 
p

ro
vi

d
e 

on
e 

fo
r 

yo
u.

 If
 y

ou
 d

o
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

a 
la

w
ye

r,
 a

sk
 f

o
r 

a 
lis

t 
of

 f
re

e 
o

r 
lo

w
-c

os
t 

le
ga

l s
er

vi
ce

s.
   

  

 

Yo
u 

ha
ve

 th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 c

on
ta

ct
 y

ou
r 

co
ns

ul
at

e 
or

 h
av

e 
an

 o
ff

ic
er

 in
fo

rm
 th

e 
co

ns
ul

at
e 

of
 y

ou
r a

rr
es

t. 
 Te

ll 
th

e 
IC

E 
ag

en
t 

yo
u 

w
is

h 
to

 r
em

ai
n 

si
le

nt
. 

D
o 

no
t 

di
sc

us
s 

yo
ur

 
im

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
st

at
us

 w
ith

 a
ny

on
e 

bu
t y

ou
r l

aw
ye

r.
 

 D
o 

no
t 

si
gn

 
an

yt
hi

ng
, 

su
ch

 
as

 
a 

vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
de

pa
rt

ur
e 

or
 s

tip
ul

at
ed

 
re

m
ov

al
, 

w
ith

ou
t 

ta
lk

in
g 

to
 a

 la
w

ye
r.

 I
f 

yo
u 

si
gn

, 
yo

u 
m

ay
 b

e 
gi

vi
ng

 u
p 

yo
ur

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 to
 tr

y 
to

 s
ta

y 
in

 th
e 

U
.S

. 
 R

em
em

be
r 

yo
ur

 im
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

nu
m

be
r 

(“
A

” 
nu

m
be

r)
 a

nd
 g

iv
e 

it
 t

o 
yo

ur
 

fa
m

ily
. I

t w
ill

 h
el

p 
fa

m
ily

 m
em

be
rs

 lo
ca

te
 y

ou
.  

   
 K

ee
p 

a 
co

py
 o

f y
ou

r 
im

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 w
it

h 
so

m
eo

ne
 y

ou
 tr

us
t.

   
  

 IF
 Y

O
U

 F
EE

L 
YO

U
R

 R
IG

H
TS

 H
A

V
E 

B
EE

N
 V

IO
LA

TE
D

 
 R

em
em

be
r:

 p
ol

ic
e 

m
is

co
nd

uc
t c

an
no

t b
e 

ch
al

le
ng

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
st

re
et

. D
on

’t 
ph

ys
ic

al
ly

 re
si

st
 o

ff
ic

er
s 

or
 th

re
at

en
 to

 fi
le

 a
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

.  
 

 W
ri

te
 d

ow
n 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 y

ou
 r

em
em

be
r,

 i
nc

lu
di

ng
 o

ff
ic

er
s’

 b
ad

ge
 a

nd
 

pa
tr

ol
 c

ar
 n

um
be

rs
, w

hi
ch

 a
ge

nc
y 

th
e 

of
fic

er
s 

w
er

e 
fr

om
, a

nd
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
de

ta
ils

. 
G

et
 c

on
ta

ct
 i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

fo
r 

w
itn

es
se

s.
 I

f 
yo

u 
ar

e 
in

ju
re

d,
 t

ak
e 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s 

of
 y

ou
r i

nj
ur

ie
s 

(b
ut

 s
ee

k 
m

ed
ic

al
 a

tt
en

tio
n 

fir
st

). 
 Fi

le
 a

 w
ri

tt
en

 c
om

pl
ai

nt
 w

ith
 t

he
 a

ge
nc

y’
s 

in
te

rn
al

 a
ff

ai
rs

 d
iv

is
io

n 
or

 
ci

vi
lia

n 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 
bo

ar
d.

 
In

 
m

os
t 

ca
se

s,
 

yo
u 

ca
n 

fil
e 

a 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 
an

on
ym

ou
sl

y 
if 

yo
u

 w
is

h
.  

  
 C

al
l y

o
u

r 
lo

ca
l A

CL
U

 o
r 

vi
si

t 
w

w
w

.a
cl

u.
or

g/
p

ro
fi

lin
g.

 

 


