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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

On the pages at the nation's magazines. architects and planners tout 
Las Vegas as the mode! postmodern v!!!age, returning "the pUb!!c" to 
urban cify spaces. !f may be nIce to see the feemr."g masses on fhe 
streets at n;ght 'vvafching volcanoes erupt, buf fo see tourfsf aftracTIons 
as a substitute for community is a frigr,tening thought. Local officials 
seek to keep this modei village cieansed of reai civic street life, reai 
poiiticai cuiture, reai pubiic expression, indeed reai people. The ACLU 
of Nevada has been the major force fightina to uphoid the pubiic's 
right to be seen and heard In public places. 

Clark County continues to appeal ruUnQS-_ag_ainstJ:ts.a.ntbhandbillin9­
ordinance. Not a single judge in the.- Nintb-Cil:cultCoud-otAppeals- feLt 
Clark County's request for a hearing Gt the-Io,:g~--POfle~ !:lad-enough. 
merit to even poll the jUdges. The figh-t A0W-El~S-to be--Elool:}f-whe-tAer 
Clark County will remove the signs waFfli~'eff--PFeffiises-GeAves-sfFt§-is­
Illegal" as ordered by the court. In aftJrther-demonstro1ton-of-growtng­
tensions over--tt"re oV'me:sh!p ofp!Jb!tc-are~huuscmds-ofeo1trrary-­
Union end ACLtJ supporters recenf!y protestect\Teneticn O\''1ner stre~crcn 

Adelson's efforts to privatize Strip sh:::fevvarRs". mae·ea, ff1e obffre fOr free 
speech rights in Las Vegas is just beginning. 

At long last. the ACLU will be staffing an office-in Reno- thanks to a grant 
from the Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada. Thanks Pl:.AN! We 
hope to be open by May to begin mobilizing the numerous-volunteers 
that have already contacted our office in anticipation of our growing 
presence in Northern Nevada. The new office should help advance 
negotiations already begun with Reno city officials on public account­
ability regarding police policy and practices. Look for our Reno office 
address and contact information in the next newsletter. 

In other news, the ACLU is wrapping up another successful fund 
-raising cycle. Thanks donors! We are having a bit of trouble 
keeping up with the growth that comes with being at the forefront 
of activism in the state. Activists aren't always the best at asking for 
money, and we could use the added expertise of some experienced 
fundraisers and well .....maybe, a few more checks, too. If you are 
interested in assisting us in our future efforts or in making a donation, 
please contact Matt Haywood, our Program Director, at 366-1536. 
Evidence of our incredible growth is the expansion of our 'board from 
17 to 21 active civil libertarians and we hope to keep growing with 
your continued support. 

Your" in flu, SfrUIJg' 
Barb Brents 
President 

Tired o£ 
Readin-g­

About--the
 
Never-Ending­
Govemnlental­

.at-~i-cial 

Disregard for 
.Constitutional­
R1gfttl~ 

Get- I-nl'#lved! 

Become an 
ACLUof 
Nevada­
Volunteer!!! 

We'll work with 
your schedule. 

Contact 
Matt Haywood 
@366-1226 

I 



:. Newsletter of the American 
Civil Uberties Union ofNevada 

ApriJ1999 

AT THElEGIStATURE
 
by Rich Siegel, Legal Comm1ttee Chair 

The stakes are exceptionaltyhigh as me ACLU-NV 
lobbies and fe-siifles oj iI-its· 1999 Navada Legislaiui8. 
If we are successful, we wi!! help eAiend employment 
rights to N.evadan regardless of their sexuaLori.entatian 
(ENDA) and restore voting rights to the estimated 
:30,000 Nevadans who currently ettectively lose their 
democratic birthfighrforlifebecause they were 
con.victed Qf a felohy~ On. these and other important 
bills, please contact any or alt legislators at the contact 
numbers provided in this newsletter. 

The key word fQr the ACLU-NV at this shortened 
legislative session is coalition. We are part of the 
progressive Leadership Alliance ot Nevada and 
the Community Unity Coalition on a statewide basis. 
With these affiliations and.alliances we speakwith 
additional voices, share information and strategies, 
and are generally stronger. lhese allies include 
mental healfh and gay and lesbian groups, labor 
unions. disability advocates, civil rights. Q[gcmizatLQ"'\5..­
and much more. 

Many Nevadans recognize that the employment anti­
discrimination and ex-felon voting bills are of enormous 
importance. We have received board support and will 
win it our side expresses itseft to the press and to 
legislators frequently and effectively. 

Defensively, we face continued assaults on the right of 
pnsoners to sue to alleviate unconstitutional conditions 
of incarcerqtion. Religious advocacy in the public 
schools is being promoted actively, and 5.0 is- the 
expansion of state wiretapping laws. 

But milia than.at an.y 
time in memory the civil liberties agenda at the 
Nevada LegiSlature is on the ottensive. We are 
suppomng physical proteclions Tor the disdbledin 
schook andins.titutlarlS.-redudi.oos-ln mariiuana 
penalties, and the repeal of restraints on politica! 
speeCh during elections as well as tNlJA and the ex­
felon votingl:5iTIs. And most of these bills are 
s.ucce.ss.fulLy. mo.\!ing forward.... N.evada..nQw ranks 
second in the country in percentage of female 
legislators, and Atro-Americans hOld increasingly 
important positions. The Assembly is no longer 
particularly. [ep[e5sive-excepiem.c..iminaLtus.ticalssues. 

We thank the legislators who are the principal sponsors 
of the bills that we helped initiate and which we 
s.upp.Q[L TtLes.avaluecile.gis1aiilis..inc.Lude Vivian 
Freeman, Barbara Buckley, David Parks, Wendell 
Williams. Sheila Leslie, Joe Neal, fo(andolph lownsend, 
and Chris Giunchigliani. 

Still, there are no sure things for civil liberties in the 
Nevada Legislature. tvery gain is hard tought. and 
most key issues will not be resolved before the new 
closing date at t'le end of MQY-~ Butwill:ty-aUf support, 
we are building our reputation, our coalitions, and a 
treer and more Just tuture tor Nevada. 10 help on any 
of these issues call me at 775-786-3827 or Gary Peck at 
702036.&,15.36..- Bigotry is..speaking...i.na lQucLvoic..e and 
we must move to answer it. 

.................................................................................... _ _ _ ..: 

. i.fGjSlAJt\f£ HOfiiNfS:: .BJ'f.MAit+ 
For Bill status, hearing times, etc~ Use first inmai& 
(775)68-7-5545 Last Name of 

Legjslator: . 
TO:RfACH lEGISlATORS Jf)oe@Asm·.state.ftv.US j 

;8VPHONE:. JDoe@SeR.sldte.nv.U5 

TOIl free: 1-800-97-8-287a 
.-Or l:800;.'-995-"'908O" -WDSITf: 

Reglffarlfne: (775}687-4848 www.Jeg.sfafe..nv.us 
From Las Vegos:384--2225' 

mailto:JDoe@SeR.sldte.nv.U5
mailto:Jf)oe@Asm�.state.ftv.US


•• Newsletter of the American 
Civil Uberties Union of Nevada ./~. 

AprU'1999 ~~. 

ACLU..NV BOYD SCHOOL OF tAW CHAPTER REPORT 
by Jason Bach, President 

On January 28th, the Boyd 
School of Law Chapter of the 
ACLU of Nevada released a 
letter to Dr. Robert Ackerman, 
UNLV Vice PresidentforStudent 
Services, expressing concerns 
about portions of' the 
university's Student Conduct 
Code. These concerns involve 
sections of the Code which 
appear to restrict the free 
speech of all UNlV students 
and compromise due process. 
In addition, we questioned 
portioffiotthe Code that allow 
students to be sanctioned for 
causing "stress," "mental and 
physical discomfort," or 
"embarrassment or ridicule," 
and for "sexual activities which 
are intimidating, demeaning, 
harassing, coercive. or 
abusive." 

Our chapter is also questioning 
a clause in the Code which 
states that the burden of proof 
in fincffng a student responsible 
for an act is evidence which 
shows that the student's 
responsibility was "more likely 
than not", or in other words a 
preponderance of the 
evidence. A later sentence 
states that the threshold is 
"clear and convincing 
evidence", a very different 
evidentiary requirement. 

We have met with the 
appropriate Ul\ILV 
administrators to discuss ways 

tTlie 11!ord' 

to make the Code· mor€ 
responsive- to tl'l~ various 
protections of the Bm of Rights~ 

The Boyd LawSchoot Chapter's: 
release of this tetter prompted' 
media attention from the las 
Vegas Review- Jovmot, the Las 
VegmSun, the UNlV Rebel Yelt. 
KlAS-TV, and CBS Radio f(XNT 
AM 840. 

Thesuccess.wehavehod in our 
short history would not have 
been possible without the 
dedication ot Gary Peck, 
Heather Bailey, Lea Holt, Prof. 
Mary Berkheiser, Matt 
Haywood, Alan Uchtenstein. 
and aU of the chapter 
members. Thank you for the 
time and commitment an of 
youhave made tofhis chapter. 
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The Project has been hard at work on the myriad issues 
Jljfecting.the·Gily& Lesbian CammunityinNevada. Its 
main priority has been the passage ofan employment non­
discrimination bill at the legislature. With the help oJ 
Nevada's only openly gay Assemblyman, David Parks, the 
bill was successfully introduced. Wththe campaigning if 
the Southern Nevada Gay & Lesbian Community Center 
and others in favor ofthe bill, it smoothlypassed thr.ough 
the Assembly by a 30 to 11 vote. Sbl1, -the Smateposes a 
retiI threat to this .bill as the religious right daimsthat it 
provides special protections to .workersbased on behavior. 

So please contact your legislators, call the 1-800 numbers 
listed on page 3, and weigh in rJiith your opinion. Write a 
spirited lefter, and encourage yourfriendsandfatm1y to do 
the same. Denying gays & Tesbians the freedom to work 
only doomsJl skilled and willing workforce to the welfare 
lines. 

Again this year National Freedom to Marry Day was 
marked vy a growing number ofevents across the country 
and a growing awareness ojthe personal, legal, and 
financial injustices ojdenying gays&1esbians their right to 
recognized marriage. In Las Vegas, the CommunityCenter 
held two ring commitment ceremonies on theeve if 
Freedom to Mo.rry Day. Both Gary Peck and I.attended this 
memorable event, and lookforward to attendi11gnext year. 

Last but not least, members ofthe ACLU-NVGay & 
LesbianProjed were on hand on Sunday, March 22nd at 
UNLV's Moyer Student Union to help the Community 
Center kick offits "Equality Begins at Home" campaign 
and to urge supportfor the passageofAB311 {ENDA). 
FormerSiate5enator Lori Lipman-Brown spoke.onbe1uJlj 
ofour Gay & Lisbian Project saying "Legislators tzre 
getlinghate-filled messages again. They're back to 

equating homosexuality with child molestation.." Now 
it's·our turn townte letters-and show legislators that 
discrimination based on sexual orientation wi11170t be 
tolerated anu- len '7er. 

V' ~ 

by Matt Haywood 
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Watch for this!
 

The ACLU ofNevada has become involved 
with a story that a tourist brought to the Las 
Vegas Review Journal. He complained that 
during a recent stay in Las Vegas he was asked 
for his driver~s license while checking into a 
local hotel. When he asked for the reason why 
his ill was required, what already appeared to 
be an unnecessary intrusion became even more 
outrageous as the proprietor explained that it 
was nonna! practice for the Metropolitan Police 
Department to run background checks on 
individuals checking in for visits. 

Cooperating Attorney and ACLU-NV Board 
Member 10NellThomas is taking the lead on 
looking into this burgeoning civil liberties issue. 
Watch for stories on this developing situation in 
your local newspaper! !! 


