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Jegas as | postmodern village
urban cify spaces. it may be nice o see ’.'he feeming masses on th
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streets at night waiching volcanoes erupt, but o see tourist affractions

() 1
as a subsiiiute for comm‘unuy isa ‘nghncnung ¥ noughT. Ltocai officiais
seek to keep this modei viliage cieansed of reai civic street iife, redi
poiiticai cuiture, reai pubiic expression, indeed reai peopie. The ACLU
of Nevada nas been the major force fighting to uphoid the pubiic’s
right to be seen and heard In public places.

Clark County continues to appeal rulings against its anti-handbilling..
ordinance. Not a single judge in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals felt
Clark County's request for a hearing of the-largerpanel had-enough-
merit to even poll the judges. The fight rew-appears to be-abeutwhether
Clark County will remove the signs warning-'Off-Premises-Canvassing-is
Ilegal" as ordered by the court. In o further demonstration-of-growing
tensions overthe ownership of public areas, thousands of Cotimary —
Union and ACLU suppcerters 'eﬂenf!y rrotested Venetian cwner Shielden
Adelscn's efforts to privatize Strip sidewclks. mideed, the Saifle for free

speech rights in Las Vegas is just beginning.

At long last, the ACLU will be staffing an office-in Reno-thanks to a grant
from the Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada. Thanks PLAN! We
hope to be open by May to begin mobilizing the numerous volunteers
that have already contacted our office in anticipation of our growing
presence in Northern Nevada. The new office should help advance
negotiations already begun with Reno city officials on public account-
ability regarding police policy and practices. Look for our Reno office
address and contact information in the next newsletter.

In other news, the ACLU is wrapping up another successful fund
~aising cycle. Thanks donorst We are having a bit of frouble
keeping up with the growth that comes with being at the forefront
of activism in the state. Activists aren't always the best at asking for
money, and we could use the added expertise of some experienced
fundraisers and well....maybe, a few more checks, foo. If you are
interested in assisting us in our future efforts or in making a donation,
please contact Matt Haywood, our Program Director, at 366-1536.
Evidence of our incredible growth is the expansion of our board from
17 to 21 active civil libertarians and we hope to keep growing with
your continued support.
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Barb Brents
President

Tired of
‘Reading

About the
Never-Ending
Governmental

& Judicial
' Disregard for
Constitutional

Rights?

Get Involved!

Become an
ACLU of
Nevada
Volunteer!!!

We’ll work wirh
your schedule.

Contact
Matt Haywood
@ 366-1226
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AT THE LEGISLATURE

by Rich Siegel. Legal Committee Chair

The stakes are exceplionally high as the ACLU-NV
1obbies and 1esiifies al the 1977 Nevada Legisiaiure.
If we are successful, we will help extend employment

rights 1o Nevadan regardless of their sexual arientation But more than at any
(ENDA) and restore voting rights to the estimated tfime in memory the civil iiberfies agenda at the
30.000 Nevadans who currently ettectively lose meir Nevada Legisiature is on the oftensive. We are
democratic birthiightfor Tife because they were supporiing physical protections for the disabledin
canvicted of a felony. On these and ather impartant schaals and institutions, reductions in marjuana
bills, please contact any or all legislators at the contact penalfies. and the repeat of restraints on politicet
numbers provided in this newsletter. speech during elections as well as ENDA and the ex-
feion voling bills.  And most of these bills are
The key word far the ACLU-NV at this shortened. successfully moving forward.. Nevada naw ranks
legislafive session is codlifion. We are part of the second in the country in percentage of female
Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada and legisiators, and Afro-Amernicans hold increqsingly
the Community Unity Codlitiori on a statewide basis. important positions. The Assembly is no longer
With these offiliations and alliances we speak with. particularly repressive-excapt an ciminal justice issues.
additionai voices, share information and strategies, .
and are generally stronger. these allies inClude We thank the legisiators who are the principal sponsors
mental heajth and gay and lesbian groups, labar of the bills that we helped initiate and which we
unions. disability advacates, civil rights arganizations, support. These valued legistators include Vivian
and much more. Freeman, Barbara Buckley, David Parks, Wendell
williams, Sheila Leslie, Joe Neal, Randolph townsend,
Many Nevadans recagnize that the employment anti- and Chris Giunchigliani.
discriminafion and ex-felon voting bills are of enarmous ’
importance. We have received board support and will Still, there are no sure things for civil liberties in the
win it our side expresses itselt to the press and to Nevada Legisiature. kvery gain is hard tought, and
legisiators frequently and effectively. most key issues will not be resolved before the new
closing date at the end of May. But with your support,
Defensively, we face continued assaults on the right of we are building our reputation, our codlifions, and ¢
prisoners to sue to alleviate unconstitutional conditions freer and more just future tor Nevada. |10 heip on any
of incarceration. Religious advocacy in the public of these issues call me at 775-786-3827 or Gary Peck at
schocls is being pramated actively, and sa is the 702-364-1534. Bigolry isspeaking in a loud veoice and
expansion of state wiretapping taws. we must move fo answer it.
: For Bill status, hearing times, efc. Use first initial & ¢
(775)687-5545 Last Name of
Legistator: ;
TO REACH LEGISLATORS IDoe@Asm.siate.nv.us |
BY PHONE: JDoe@Sen.stale.nv.us
Toll free: 1-800-978-2878
“Or 1-800-995-9080 WEBSITE:
Reguiar line: (775)687-4848 www.leg.state.nv.us

From Las Vegas: 384-2225

..................................................................................................................................................................................................
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ACLU-NV BOYD SCHOOL OF LAW CHAPTER REPORT

by Jason Bach, President

On January 28th, the Boyd
School of Law Chapter of the
ACLU of Nevada released a
letter to Dr. Robert Ackerman,
UNLV Vice President for Student
Services, expressing concerns
about  portions of ' the
university's  Student Conduct
Code. These concerns involve
sections of the Code which
appear to reskrict the free
speech of all UNLV students
and compromise due process.
In addilion, we questioned
portions of the Code that allow
students to be sanctioned for
causing "stress,” "mental and
physical discomfort." or
"embarrassment or ridicule,”
and for “sexual activities which
are intimidating, demeaning,
harassing, coercive, or
abusive."

Our chapter is also questioning
a clause in the Code which
states that the burden of proof
in finding a student responsible
for an act is evidence which
shows that the student's
respansibility was "more likely
than not*, or in otherwords a
preponderance of the
evidence. A later sentence
states that the threshold is
“clear and canvincing
evidence", a very different
evidentiary requirement.

We have met with the
appropriate UNLV
administrators to discuss  ways

o make the Code more
responsive- to the vearious
protections of the Bill of Rights.

The Boyd Law Schoot Chapter's

release of this letter prompled

media allention from the Las
Yegas Review- Joumndt, the Las
Vegas Sun, the UNLV Rebel Yeli,
KLAS-TV, and CBS Radio KXNT
AM 840,

The success we have had it our
short history would not have
been possible without the
dedication of Gary Peck,
Heather Bailey, Lea Hall, Prof.
Mary Berkheiser, Matt
Haywood, Alan Lichtenstein.
and all of the chapter
members. Thank you for the
fime and commitment all of
you-have made to this chapier.
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1 never been tested
1 in court, so no

| judicial authority
1+ has held that it’s

{ unconstitutional.

speech is not an
absolute. [ think
this is something
| worth discussing.
1 It wifl be an

| imteresting

| discussion, and |
| kind of look

{ forward to it.”

} -Robert Ackerman,
1 UNLV Vice-

{ President for

| Student Services

1 LYRJ 2/2/99

R AN

T SIS es
ORI ARET BRUAHDR F R BT GG SR AT A0 R SRS

1 As you know, Free [t

R AT R A SO BTN R TR RS LR CHE
AR URIRSCHE TR SO ISR S TS AL E R B IR

T T TR B T VA T SO R T A
75 NIANE 34 SRR R S S IR RN R A TR T S AT L




& Newsletter of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Nevada
Aprif 1999

The Project has been hard at work on the myriad issues
affecting the Gay & Lesbian Cemmunity in Nevada. Its
main priority has been the passage of an.employment non-
discrimination bill at the legislature. With the help of
Nevada's.only openly gay Assemblyman, David Parks, the
bill was successfully introduced. With the campaigning of
the Southern Nevada Gay & Lesbian Community Center
and others in favor of the bill, it smoothly passed through
the Assembly by a 30 to 11 vote. SHll, the Sermate poses a
real threat to this bill as the religious right claims that it
provides special protections to workers based on.behavior.

So please contact your legislators, call the 1-800 numbers
listed on page 3, and weigh in with your opinion. Write a
spirited letter, and encourage your friends and family to do
the same. Denying gays & lesbians the freedom to-work
only dooms a skilled and willing workforce to the welfare

Lines. :

Again this year National Freedom to Marry Day was
marked by a growing number of events across the country
and a growing awareness of the personal, legal, and
financial injustices of denying gays & lesbians their right fo
recognized marriage. In Las Vegas, the Community Center
held two ring commitment ceremonies on the eve of
Freedom to Marry Day. Both Gary Peck and [ attended this
memorable event, and look forward to attending next year.

Last but not least, members ofthe ACLU-NV Gay &
LesbianProject were on hand on Sunday, March 22nd at
LINLV’s Moyer Student Union to help the Community
Center kick off its “Equality Begins at Home” campaign
and to urge support for the passage of AB311 {ENDA).
Former State Senator Lori Lipman-Brown spoke on behalf
of our Gay & Lesbian Project saying “Legislators are
getting hate-filled messages again. They're back to
equating homosexuality with child molestation.” Now
it's our turn to-write letters and show legislators-that
discrimination based on sexual orientation will not be
tolerated any longer.

by Matt Haywood






