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letter from the

president...

At last, an ACLU of Nevada
newsletter! We hope this is the first of
many to come.

It has been a long road from when
the national office sent field erganizer
Kevin Keenan to help restart the
Nevada ACLU in 1995. Along the
way the reorganizing committee
(thanks to Bob Fulkerson, Barb
Brents, Rich Siegel, JoNell Thomas
and Wayne Wedlow) drafted a new set
of bylaws and hired Gary Peck as
Executive Director. We later hired
Clare Rife as Program Coordinator.

The Board has met half a dozen
times since then and has laid the
foundation for a strong statewide
organization. Other articles will tell
you about the work of the legal,

Threats to First
Amendment
Challenged

The ACLU has filed two major
lawsuits challenging laws that restrict
First Amendment rights in Las Vegas.

Las Vegas Boulevard
Handbilling Lawsuit
Supported by the generous volunteer
work of attorney Allen Lichtenstein,
the ACLU of Nevada challenged the
infamous “anti-smut peddler”

committees, and other plans for the
future. At our last board meeting we
establishied an education committee.
The Nevada Lesbian and Gay Rights
Project is just about off and running,.
And thanksto some energetic students
there is'now a UNLV student ACLU.
We invite all of you to volunteer for
any of these committees. Just give the
office a call.

The original Board of 11 was
expanded to 17. I.am proud-to say that
this group’s diversity goes beyond the
ACLW’s national-affirmative action
requiremetits, and is comprised of
extraordinarily competent, comniitted,
creative people.

Our Executive Director, Gary
Peck, and our Program Coordinator,
Clare Rife, along with many
volunteers, deserve the majority of the
credit for the work we have done in the

ordinance which bans commercial
handbilling on Las Vegas Boulevard.
Despite what officials say, this law is
plainly content-based, overbroad and
limits the rights of all citizens to
distribute informational handbills that
educate people about important public
issues. It also inhibits their rights to
solicit contributions.

Freemont Street Experience
Lawsuit

In a related suit, Las Vegas attorney
Chuck Gardner is working with
national ACLU lawyers, to challenge a
pedestrian mall ordinance that restricts
a broad array of First Amendment

ourselves as a significant presence
throughout the state. We are well
respected not only by our friends, but
by those who sometimes disagree. The
ACLU is once again a force in
defending the fiindamental freedoms
of all people inNevada.

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those in the
past and the present who have worked
hard to protect our civil liberties. I
invite everyone to.become a part of the
future. Nevadahas-a strong history of
civil:libertatianism, and the state
ACLU has long'been a force in
protecting these libertics. We must
remain vigilant. There are great things
in store for the ACLU and for the
Nevadans whose rights we defend.

Barb Brents
President, ACLU of Nevada

legislative, and development Bast year. ‘We have reestablished

activities on the Fremont Street=>=
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American Civi} Liberties Union of Nevada Foundation
325 South Third Street

Suite 25

Las Vegas, NV 89195-1054

YES! | want to help keep freedom’s flame alive in Nevada!

Enclosed is my check for:
[ndividual Membership as$20 Joint Membership as$30
Limited Income Membership  0$5
I would like to contribute 1o the ACLU of Nevada! Contributions to the ACLU of Nevada Foundation are tax deductible

Q$25 Q$s0 Qs$100
Q$250 Q$500 QOther

Name

Address

City State Zip

Home phone Office phone Fax

E-mail Are you interested in receiving future copies of the newsletter via E-mail when available? U Yes

Are you interested in helping the ACLU as a volunteer? O Yes
Thank you!! ACLU membership automatically makes you a part of both the naticnal and state affiliate.
Please mail to the ACLU of Nevada, 325 South Third Street, Suite 25, Las Vegas, NV, 89104.




