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letter from the 
president... 

At Last, an ACLU of Nevada 
newsletter! We hope this is the first of 
many to come. 

tt has been a Long road from when 
the nationaL office sent field organizer 
Kevin Keenan to heLp restart the 
Nevada ACLU in 1995. Along the 
way the reorganizing committee 
(thanks to Bob Fulkerson, Barb 
Brents, Rich Siegel, JoNell Thomas 
and Wayne WedLow) drafted a new set 
of bylaws and hired Gary Peck as 
Executive Director. We later hired 
Clare Rife as Program Coordinator. 

The Board has met half a dozen 
times since then and has laid the 
foundation for a strong statewide 
organization. Other articles will tell 
you about the work of the legal, 
legislative, and development 

Threats to First 
Amendment 
Challenged 
The ACLU has filed two major 
lawsuits challenging laws that restrict 
First Amendment rights in Las Vegas. 

Las Vegas Boulevard 
Handbilling Lawsuit 

Supported by the generous volunteer 
work of attorney Allen Lichtenstein, 
the ACLU of Nevada challenged the 
infamous "anti-smut peddler" 

committees, and other plans for the 
future. At our Last board meeting we 
established an educationcornmittee. 
The Nevada Lesbian and Gay Rights 
Project is J\o1st about btl and runtling. 
AudiQanksto sOl11eenergetlcsrodents 
there is now a UNLV student ACLU. 
We invite all of you to vblunteerfor 
any of these committees. Just give the 
office a call. 

The original Board of 11 was 
expanded to 17. lam proudto say that 
this grqup'sdiversity goes beyond the 
ACUJI's nationalaflIfitlative action 
requirements, and is con1.prised of 
extraordinarily competent, cOI11l11itted, 
creative people. 

Our Executive Director, Gary 
Peck, and our Program Coordinator, 
Clare Rife, along with many 
volunteers, deserve the majority of the 
creditfbr the work we have done in the 
pa~l year. Wehlj,xe reestablisl1ed 

ordinance which bans commercial 
handbilling on Las Vegas Boulevard. 
Despite what officials say, this law is 
plainly content-based, overbroad and 
Limits the rights of aLL citizens to 
distribute informational handbills that 
educate people about important public 
issues. It also inhibits their rights to 
solicit. contributions. 

Freemont Street Experience 
Lawsuit 
In a related suit, Las Vegas attorney 
Chuck Gardner is working with 
national ACLU lawyers, to challenge a 
pedestrian maLL ordinance that restricts 
a broad array of First Amendment 

ourselves as a significant presence 
throughout the state. We are well 
respected not onLy by our friends, but 
by those who sometimes disagree. The 
ACLU is Ol1'ce .a.gain a force in 
defendingtlie f't.ihdamerital freedoms 
of all people in Nevada. 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those in the 
past aIlg the present who have worked 
hard to protect our civil liberties. I 
invite everyone to become a part of the 
future. Nevada has a strong history of 
civlhliberta,tianism, andthe state 
ACLUhas}ong'been a force in 
protecting these liberties. We must 
remain vigilant. There are great things 
in store for the ACLU and for the 
Nevadans whose rights we defend. 

Barb Brents 
President, ACLU of Nevada 

activities on the Fremont StreetGG 
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quality of their presentations was 
impressive. I learned more about 
Indian sovereignty issues in two hours 
than I have in the past ten years. 
Although the Native American 
population in Nevada is less than 1% 
of the state's overall population, we do 
have issues that apply heree. In White 
Pine County, we have a Goshute 
reservation and the Ely Shosone 
Colony. We also have reservations 
elsewhere in the state and are working 
with the Washoe tribe on a variety of 

, civil rights matters. 

Youth organizing 
Also of interest was the youth 
organizing workshop, which I 
attended. I gathered all the ACLU 
materials aimed at students and am 
starting to work with Gary and Clare 
on a "know your rights" program for 
youngsters around the state. Together 
with the many sessions others from our 
affiliate attended, we learned a lot that 
will help us with a variety of issues, 
including our efforts at organizing 
student chapters at state colleges and 
un iversities. 

Fundraising 
I suppose, however, there was one 
distressing part of the conference -- the 
emphasis on the need for fundraising 
to keep affiliates like ours financially 
sound. Although some of us on the 
Board do not relish fundraising, we 
have all been convinced of the 
necessity of doing this part of our job. 
J therefore guarantee you wi II be 
hearing from us if you haven't already. 
See the article below.OO 

ACLU in the
 
Schools
 
Joey Cohn, Clare Rife, Ben Contine, 
Jason Bach, and Willie Puchert have 
organized a student ACLU at UNLV. 
Barb Brents has been on the national 
Youth Affairs Committee which has 

helped the national staff recognize that 
youth membership is vital to the 
growth of the organization. Denys 
Koyle is spearheading efforts to get 
educational programs for the public 
schools. We hope to establish ACLU 
groups at universities, junior highs, 
high schools and community colleges 
throughout the state. Please contact us 
if you or anyone you know would like 
to get an ACLU group going in the 
public schools!OO 

On to the 
Internet! 
One of the Nevada ACLU's goals is to 
increase communication statewide by 
continuing this newsletter and by 
developing an electronic news list and 
a web page. Roger Vogel's 
contributions on the computer front, 
have been invaluable! Since Roger is 
now on the board, and can't do 
everything, we welcome the assistance 
of anyone else who might help us 
electronically .00 

Major Gifts 
Campaign 
The ACLU of Nevada launched its 
Major Gifts Campaign on October IS. 
The campaign, directed and conducted 
by the Board, is designed to solicit 
sufficient contributions to allow our 
organization to continue to grow. We 
hope to transform Clare Rife's position 
from a half-time to a full-time position, 
to enable Gary Peck to spend a week a 
month in the Reno-Carson City area 
and to travel to other parts of the state 
on a more regular basis, to add to our 
litigation budget, and to hire a part­
time lobbyist. If we are successful, we 
will be able to expand our current 
education, legislative, and litigation 
programs in ways that will advance the 
cause of civil liberties here in the state. 
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We are asking all of our members who 
haven't already donated to he Ip 
contribute to this campaign. We know 
you have all given financial support by 
way of your membership fees. And 
some of you have given additional 
monies to the national organization. 
But it is important that the state 
affiliate receive additional funds to 
continue our work. Your help will 
make the difference. We appreciate 
the support!OO 

New Board 
Members 
Elected 
We have just concluded another board 
election. Along with the re-election of 
three old board members -- Denys 
Koyle, Darryl Feemster, and Glynda 
White -- seven new board members 
were elected. New officers will be 
elected at the March board meeting. 
Here are some brief biographies of 
new board members: 

Carlos Velasquez - Carlos is the 
Health Initiatives Coordinator for 
Nevada Hispanic Services. He 
oversees programs for at-risk youth, 
men in anger management treatment, 
and HIV/AIDS prevention. He has a 
BA in Education from the University 
of Nevada Reno and an MA in 
Communications Studies from the 
University of Oregon and La Tribe 
University in Melbourne, Australia. 
He works with organizations like the 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the 
Nevada Museum of Art, Trucked 
Meadows Fair Housing, Boy Scouts of 
America, and the American Red Cross. 

Norman Curry - Currently the 
Associate Vice-President of 
Institutional Services at the 
Community College of Southern 
Nevada. He has extensive experience 
working with a broad range of . 
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YES! I want to help keep freedom's flame alive in Nevada! 

Enclosed is my checkfor: 
Individual Membership 
Limited Income Membership 

Name 

Address 

Cily 

Home phone 

as a volunteer') 
E-mail 
Are you interested in helping the ACLU 

0$20 Joint Membership 0$30 
0$5 

I would like to contribute to the ACLU ofNevada! Contributions to the ACLU ofNevada Foundation are tax deductible 
0$25 0$50 0$100 
0$250 0$500 DOther 

State Zip 

Office phone Fax 

Are you interested in receiving future copies of the newsletter via E-mail when available? DYes 
DYes
 

Thank you" ACLU membership automatically makes you a part of both the national and state affiliate.
 
Please mail to the ACLU of Nevada 325 South Third Street Suite 25 Las Vegas NV 89104.
 


